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dk̈̈l ©d of the Week

~  The Different Kinds of zFkẍ §A  ~

The various zFkẍ §A can be divided into three categories:

1. oi ¦p¡d¤P ©d zFk §x ¦A - “Blessings recited before enjoying an object.”
These blessings are recited before eating food and drinking drink, and before
smelling a fragrance.

2. zFe §v ¦O ©d zFk §x ¦A - “Blessings recited before performing zFe §v ¦n.”
These blessings are recited before performing certain zFe §v ¦n, such as taking the älEl
on zFM ªq, putting on oi¦li ¦t §Y, lighting the zÄ ©W zFx¥p (the Shabbat candles), sounding
the xẗFW, reading x ¥Y §q ¤̀  z©li ¦b §n, taking dl̈ ©g, fixing a df̈Ef §n to the doorpost, and so on.

3. d ῭ c̈Fd §e g ©a ¤W ©d zFk §x ¦A - “Blessings of praise and thanks.”
When we recite these blessings we thank Hashem for His kindness towards us and we
praise Him for His greatness.  This category includes the following zFkẍ §A:
Ep«̈i¡g ¤d ¤W (recited before eating a new fruit, wearing new clothing and on lighting candles and
making WEci ¦w at the beginning of a festival), ml̈Fr ¥̀ln̈ FzẍEa §bE FgŸM ¤W (on hearing thunder)
and l ¥nFB ©d z ©k §x ¦A (recited after surviving a dangerous situation).

Every dk̈ẍ §A begins by mentioning Hashem’s Name (Epi ¥wŸl¡̀ 'd dŸ ©̀  KExÄ - “Blessed are
You, Hashem, our G-d”) and His Kingship over the Universe (ml̈Frd̈ K¤l«¤n - “King of the
Universe”).  The Rabbis teach us that, “A dk̈ẍ §A that does not contain Hashem’s Name
and His Kingship ~ zEk§l ©nE m ¥W ~ is not considered a dk̈ẍ §A.”
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Rabbi Matya Ben Charash says:

a) You should be the first to greet every person;

b) It is better to be a tail to lions than a head to foxes.
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