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___________

Name: _______________________
©

J.
R

ic
ha

rd
s2

01
7

(A
dapted

from
K

en
Spiro’s‘Crash

Course
in

Jew
ish

H
istory’)

Jewish Literacy Programme
Year 5  ~  Week 5

only  /  only one w©x  \  w©xcg̈ ¤̀  
witness  /  one witness c¥r  \  c¥rcg̈ ¤̀  

daughter  /  the daughter of the king z©A  \  z©AK¤l ¤O ©d 
son  /  the son of Avraham o ¥A  \  o¤Amd̈ẍ §a ©̀  
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Jewish History 3 

Shoftim:  Devorah

Devorah

Devorah was both a prophetess and a judge.  As with the other Judges, the
story of Devorah begins with a description of the spiritual state of the
Jewish People at that time:

“The Children of Israel continued to do what was evil in the eyes of G-d...
So G-d gave them into the hands of Jabin, King of Canaan, who ruled in
Hazor.  His general was Sisera... The Children of Israel cried out to G-d
for he [Jabin] had 900 chariots, and he oppressed the Children of
Israelharshly for twenty years.” (Shoftim 4:1-3)

However, Hashem heard the cry of the Jews, and He made victory possible
through the guidance of Devorah.

Devorah is famous for sitting under a palm tree where anyone could seek
her advice, and from where she issued battle orders.  Barak, Israel's top
warrior during that time, refused to go into battle without her. Together,
they led the troops against the much larger Canaanite force backed up by



900 iron chariots, of which Israel had none.

Sefer Shoftim (the Book of Judges) describes a key battle with the
Canaanites led by Sisera:

On the eve of the battle, Barak was doubtful that Israel's warriors could
ever beat such a strong opponent, but Devorah stands firm. An unexpected
storm was unleashed in the heavens, and the resulting downpour turned the
ground to mud; the iron chariots get stuck and the Canaanites panic.

Devorah's prophecy that "This is the day on which the L-rd will deliver
[the Canaanite general] Sisera into your hands..." was fulfilled.


