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L §l-K ¤l zi ¦W` ¥x §A x ¤t ¥q     

Summary of the d ©WẍR̈, by zFi¦l£r

o ¥dŸM  ‡d tells mẍ §a ©̀  to leave his home.  mẍ §a ©̀  goes to o ©r©p §M with i ©xÜ and his
nephew, hFl.  ‡d promises to give the land to mẍ §a ©̀ ’s descendants.  mẍ §a ©̀  goes
down to m¦i ©x §v ¦n to escape famine.  mẍ §a ©̀  asks i ©xÜ to tell the mi ¦x §v ¦n that she is
his sister.

i ¦e¥l  i ©xÜ is taken by dŸr §x ©R but he treats mẍ §a ©̀  well for her sake, giving him
servants and animals.  ‡d strikes dŸr §x ©R with plagues.  dŸr §x ©R returns i ©xÜ to mẍ §a ©̀
and tells him to leave m¦i ©x §v ¦n.

i ¦Wi¦l §W  A quarrel breaks out between the shepherds of mẍ §a ©̀  and those of hFl.
(See i‰yx for the reason for the argument)  mẍ §a ©̀  says to hFl that they should
separate, which they do.  mẍ §a ©̀  dwells in o ©r©p §M and hFl camps as far as mŸc §q.  ‡d
repeats his promise to make mẍ §a ©̀ ’s descendants as the dust of the earth.

i ¦ri ¦a §x  There is a war between the four kings and the five kings.  hFl is
captured by the four kings.  mẍ §a ©̀ , with 318 armed men (or just his servant,
x¤f ¤ri¦l ¤̀ , according to the Wẍ §c ¦n), rescued hFl.

i ¦Wi ¦n ©g  mẍ §a ©̀  refuses honours from the king of mŸc §q.  ‡d tells mẍ §a ©̀  that his
descendants will be as many as the stars.

i ¦W ¦W  ‡d says that mẍ §a ©̀ ’s descendants will be slaves in a foreign land but will
leave with great wealth.  He adds that he has given o ©r©p §M to mẍ §a ©̀ ’s
descendants.  i ©xÜ gives xb̈d̈ to mẍ §a ©̀ .  xb̈d̈ bears l`¥rn̈ §W¦i when mẍa ©̀  is 86 years
old.  When mẍa ©̀  is 99 years old ‡d changes his name to md̈ẍ §a ©̀ .

i ¦ri ¦a §W  ‡d gives md̈ẍ §a ©̀  the dë §v ¦n of dl̈i ¦n zi ¦xA.  ‡d changes i ©xÜ’s name to dẍÜ and
says she will have a son.  md̈ẍ §a ©̀  laughed, asking whether a 100 year old man
and a woman of 90 could really have a child.  md̈ẍ §a ©̀ , at 99, and l`¥rn̈ §W¦i, at
13, and all the men of md̈ẍ §a ©̀ ’s household were given dl̈i ¦n zi ¦xA.
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Pirkei Avos 5: 3
There were ten generations from ©gŸP to md̈ẍ §a ©̀  , to show
how patient ‡d is, for all those generations angered him
increasingly, until Epi ¦a ῭  md̈ẍ §a ©̀  came and received the
reward of them all.  (3:5 zFa ῭  i ¥w §x ¦R)

b :d zFa ῭  i ¥w §x ¦R
,eip̈ẗ§l m¦i ©R ©̀  K ¤x ¤̀  dÖ ©M ©ri ¦cFd§l ,md̈ẍ §a ©̀  c ©r §e ©gŸP ¦n zFxFc dẍÜ£r
(eïlr̈) l¥A ¦w §e md̈ẍ §a ©̀  `Ä ¤W c ©r ,oi ¦̀ äE oi ¦qi ¦r §k ©n Eid̈ zFxFC ©d lM̈ ¤W

(3:5 zFa ῭  i ¥w §x ¦R)  :mN̈ªM x ©k §U



My child discussed the sedra:     well / very well / excellently (please circle)   Signed: ___________________________

W©ÄzẄlFm!

L §l-K¤l : dẍFY x ©a §c
Rabbi Moshe Feinstein asks, in ‘Darash Moshe’:

Rashi comments that it was for md̈ẍ §a ©̀ ’s own benefit that 'd commanded him to leave
his home and his land.  In oẍg̈, 'd told him, Avrohom would not merit the many
blessings that 'd planned to give him.

If so - if leaving  oẍg̈ meant that Avrohom was going towards a great life, blessed in
many ways by Hashem - then why was leaving  oẍg̈ listed among the ten trials with
which Hashem tested him?

People often need to move home and go to a new place and a new life, for a variety of
reasons.  They hope and pray that everything will work out well, but they don’t really
know how things will turn out.

Here, however, Avrohom was being promised by Hashem that, in his new home and
his new life, he would be blessed in many ways - so why was it such a difficult test?  If
Hashem was promising Avrohom success, why was it difficult for him to listen to
Hashem and obey His command?

Rabbi Moshe Feinstein answers in this way:

The test was to see whether Avrohom would have second thoughts about obeying a
command which did not seem logical - that is, it didn’t make sense to him.  Avrohom
obviously knew that Hashem could fulfill His promises, but why did he have to go to
all the trouble of moving with his family to a distant land when Hashem could just as
easily have granted the same blessings where he was already, in oẍg̈?

Even the simplest demand can be difficult to fulfill if one does not understand the
reason for it; how much more difficult is it when the demand involves uprooting one’s
whole life to move to a strange and distant place!

By refusing to be put off by any concerns like this, and simply trusting that Hashem
had good reasons for giving this command, Avrohom passed this test.


Compare this with Avrohom’s final and greatest test, wg̈ §v ¦i z ©c ¥w£r - was the
difficulty of that test similar to the difficulty explained above?
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