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Jewish Literacy Programme
Year 5  ~  Week 6

this  /  also this z Ÿ̀f m©b  \  z Ÿ̀f
then  /  then Moshe sang f ῭  \  f ῭d ¤WŸn xi ¦Wï 

('` :e"h zFn §W)

tree, wood  /  fruit of the tree u¥rd̈ i ¦x §R  \  u¥r
stone  /  wood and stone o¤a ¤̀ë u¥r  \  o¤a ¤̀

dead  /  not dead z ¥n Ÿ̀l \  z ¥n
take  /  take the book g ©w  \  g ©wx ¤t ¥q ©d z ¤̀  

English
   Translation / 

 Explanation

General
Knowledge

Words

The Calendar (part one)

14th - Fast of the Firstborn - mi ¦xFk §A zi¦p£r ©Y
15th - Beginning of Pesach - g ©q ¤R

16th - We begin counting the Omer - x ¤nŸrd̈ z ©xi ¦t §q

oq̈i¦p

18th - Lag (33rd) Ba’Omer - x ¤nŸrÄ b"©l xïi ¦̀
6th and 7th - Shavuot - zFrªaẄ oëi ¦q

17th - Fast of Tammuz - fEnŸ §A xÜr̈ dr̈ §a ¦W
when the walls of Jerusalem were broken through before

the destruction of the Second Beit HaMikdash

fEnŸ
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Jewish History 4

Shoftim:  Gideon

Gideon

The story of Gideon (Shoftim 6-8) has a similar-sounding beginning:

“The Children of Israel did waht was evil in the eys of G-d, and G-d gave
them into the hands of Midian for seven years.  The hand of Midian was
harsh on Israel... if Israel would plant, Midian and Amalek and the people
of the east would come up upon it.  They came up upon them and
destroyed the produce of the land as far as Gaza... Israel became very poor
because of Midian, and the Children of Israel cried out to G-d.”  (Shoftim
6: 1-6)

Gideon was a farmer, and one day while he was threshing wheat, an angel
appeared to him telling him that G-d wanted to rescue Israel from its
oppressors.  Gideon at first was reluctant, but then Hashem spoke to him
and persuaded him that this was his mission.

His first job was to destroy a local altar to the idol Baal.  After that, he
gathered an army of 32,000 men, but this was still a weak force compared
to the 135,000 troops amassed by the enemy.  However, Hashem told him
he still had too many soldiers and that he should send some of them home,
because Hashem wanted to make a point:

“The people that are with you are too numerous for me to give Midian into
their hands; perhaps Israel will glorify themselves above Me saying, “my
own hand saved me.”  (Shoftim 7:2)

Gideon asked all those who were afraid, to leave, and immediately 22,000
packed up and left.  Still too many, said Hashem, and he advised Gideon to
give a test to see which of the remaining men were worthy of going into
battle.  As part of the test, the soldiers were taken to water, and those who
knelt down to drink water were eliminated.  Gideon was now left with only
300 men.  Although they were outnumbered 450-1, Gideon easily won the
battle.

After that victory, there was peace for forty years, but...



“When Gideon died, the Children of Israel again went astray... and they
did not remember the L-rd, their G-d, Who had saved them from the hands
of all their enemies all around.”  (Shoftim 8:34)


